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The present thesis represents the results of research! 




': water, Massachusetts. These records, all primary source 
II 
1
1material have, in the author's lmowledge, never been 
utilized before. They are unassorted and unpagad and 
consequently they can be referred to only by title. Vlith 






t hesis is based exclusively on these records. I' 
I 
1:Phe author's interest in this topic has issued from ii I· 
1, 
' his association with historic Bridgewater Academy as 
1
1 
instructor.> for a number of years, in the Hi gh ::>chool which ,1 
succeeded the Academy and which i s conducted in the 
Academy building . This building and its equipment con-
tinues under the control of a Board of Trustees which 
1 follows in succession the original Board of the Academy. 





,1 schools in Massachus etts also have provided an incentive I: 
to investigate the contributions made by this institution 
I' 
,I and its associated teachers and directors. ,, 
I 
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.j The history of Bridgewater Academy actually begins 
in the year 1799. Prior to this time a number of second-
1 a:ry schools devoted to the classical education were in 
!operation in Plymouth County . Although a wealth of 
documentary information concerning those schools exists 
11 the author has not attemped to present any extensive 
I 




11 extensively in establishing among the people of the county I 
11 that interest in cultural develop_ ment which favored the ii . 
I 
,founding of the Academy. 




ter I treats of the movement which led to the establish-
1' 1ment of the Academy and the factors which brought it about • . 
1, Thi s was the period preceding 1799 when the educational 
I 
needs of the community had grown beyond the facilities 
I 
I afforded by the existing schools. Inducements to educa-
'I 
tional development had also been extended by the 
11 Legislature. 
11 Chapter II describes. the steps taken by the Board 
,, 
of Trustees in satisfaction of the provisions of the Act 
1 of the Legislature that created the Academy. The records 
of the early meetings of the Trustees are very complete 
I 
.! and from those the author has been able to gather many 
' 
interesting facts concerning the sale of the Land Grant " 
I I I 
t 1 ~ l 
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and the creation of the Academy building . In addition, 
it has been the author ' s good fortune to have had access 
to the rules and regulations for the control of the 
instruction at the school , and these are in~orporated in 
this chapter . 
Chapter III discusses the conduct of the school as 
planned by the original Board of Trustees . A rather com-
plete treatise of the aim, curriculum, discipline , 
examinations and the student body has b een attempted so 
that a better understanding of the conduct of the early 
Academies can be secured . 
The formative period of any educational institution 









,will find described the influences which i nsured the early , 
success of the school. The records of the Trustees were 
,not complete and , as a result , the author has relied upon 
other information, such as Preceptor's reports , which he 
'1 
iJ 
found in the possession of certain .families whose ancestors :! 
'1 
had been intimately connected with the Academy from its ,I 
foundation . The success of early educational institutions _ 
was not , as a rule, one of long duration and the diff i -
·culties which the school experienced in the latter years 
I 
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, problems that confronted many schools of that time. 
In Chapter V the author has attempted to give some 
idea of the type of teachers who had charge of the school 
during its most prosperous period . This period embraced 
the trying days previous to and during the Civil ~/ar. It 
also encompassed the battle which was fought in Massachu-
setts for the establishment of free public schools. These 
teachers were important contributors to the cause of free 
schools and their efforts are clearly inscribed in the 
records of the Trustees, excerpts of which are quoted in 
the chapter. 
It has been the author's plan to state clearly in 
Chapter VI the effect of the high school movement on the 
Academy. The growth of the high schools of the county 
finally closed the doors of this institution but the 
Board of Trustees continues to control the conduct of the 
Academy building. 
Chapter VII treats briefly of the Erlucational , pro-
fessional and civic contributions of the school. 
In preparing this thesis, the author has made no 
attempt at presenting an embelished history of Bridgewater 
~cademy. rihile the amount of available material makes such 
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' 
calls for a studied examination of dncuments and a report 
'which .condenses the results into a succinct but connected 
'account of the educational life of the institution. It 
should, nevertheless, awaken an appreciation of the part 
played by the community of Bridgewater and Bridgewater 
Academy in the educational development of Plyraouth County 
and it ~hould provide the student of education with some 






In conclusion, the author wishes to thank Mr. H.W. 'J 
'1 Bragdon, Secretary of the Trustees of Bridgewater Academy; 
' 
Miss Edith Ames, Librarian at the Bridgewater Library and ij 





for material. The author is also deeply indebted to Mr. 
John J. Kelly, President, ~tate Teachers' College, Bridge- / 
i 


















































_-;-..;.:"':'_ ----- -- -:::-:::- -~ - -· 























































Conflict with other towns in Plymouth 
County 
Creation of the Trust 
Its provisions 
II ORGANIZATION 
Adoption of the Trust 
Acceptance and sale of the land grant 
Erection of the building 
Rules and regulations 
For the instruction 
For the Trustees 






























































































-- --=o:;l:-,-_- -===- -







i" • - ' 

























I ix :i 






















































Exam.in a ti ons 
Btudent body 





Effect of the fire in 1822 
Reorganization 
PERIOD OF PRO~PERITY (1834-1870) 
Influences 
Jolm A. Shaw 
Baalis Sanford 
Enlargement of the curriculum 







































































































VI, THE DECLINE (1870 - 1875) 32 
I nfluence of the high school 32 
Transfer to control of the town 35 
CHAPTER 


















































































ii '1 II II 
11 
.. 




-· -··- - --- --






... T ----··- - ------ ---------- - - - ----- - - --· -
-
--- ---- ··--. -- ---- ---- -- -
- -
CHAPTER I 
MOVEMENT FOR THE ESTABLI::>IDvlENT OF BRIDGEWATER 
ACADEMY 
'1.1he history of Bridgewater Academy begins, in fact, 
;l 
'with the Act of Incorporation, passed by the Legislature 
on February 26, 1799. This Act was in accordance with a 
1i 
general policy on the part of the ~tate to endow institu-








the respective communities would erect suitable buildings .1; 
I 
1 However, a treatise of this kind ca.rm.ot overlook the 
educational background that prompted the movement for the 
11 Academy . 
Previous to the Revolution Bridgewater was favored 
with special educational advantages which reflected the 
spirit of Harvard College. 1rhese had established the 
: reputation of the Town as a center of high scholarship 
and adva...~ced training for the professions . 
The Greek and Latin School of Reverend John ~haw, 
(1731-1791) fulfilled for many years an extraordinary 
· 
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part in the interest of classical instruction in Bridge-
water and numbered among its graduates fifty-two alumni 
of Harvard College. 2 
At the close of the l evolution, although the people 
\ 
of the town were greatly impoverished by the inevitable 
~ taxation of that period, they were fortunate in having in 
i 
· their midst the Reverend Doctor ~edekiah Sanger, who was 
'.not only an able and fa.i thful spiritual adviser but an 
1
earnest and efficient promoter of education.3 He was 
g raduated at Harvard College in 1771 and after a short 
'ministry at Duxbury he was settled as minister at 
Bridgewater on December 17,1788. From the time of his 
settlement until the establishment of the Academy hfus 
'home was a school for the preparation of young men for 
1' 
'College. 
\' One of Dr.Sanger's closest friends and advisers was 
:Major Isaac Lazell who with his brother Nathan Lazell 
I 


















12D.Hamilton Hurd, History of f_lymouth CountI, (Philadelphia, I 
J.E.Lewis and Co.,1884). p.791. ! 
' 3 • 
· Ibid. ,P. 779. 
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As a manufacturer, he was deeply concerned with the 
education of youth along scientific lines. The following 
excerpt from his day book of June 20, 1799,nMay science 
flourish in the Academy now raising, 11 is an expression of 
one who sought the educational and moral elevation of the 
connnuni ty. 4 
Thes e men , realizing the need for a classical and 
scientific school of higher learning, started a movement 
for the establishment of a county Academy at Bridgewater . 
They were successful in raising three thousand dollars 
for the erection of a building as required by the general 
policy of the Legislature and forthwith pet itioned the 
1 
General Court. At the sa.~e time, Middleboro had r.aised 
the necessary amount and it likewise petitioned for the 
establishraent of the Academy in that town. The importance 
of the Lazell family again is evidenced when through the 
influence of General Sylva.nus Lazell, a brother of Major 
Isaac Lazell, the Connnittee of the General Court decided 
•in favor of Bridgewater . 
I 
The law passed by the Legislature and signed by 
Governor Increase ~umner on February 26, 1799, was known 
4D.Hamilton Hurd,Qp.cit.,P.779. 
--------------------- - --- -------- ·-- - ----· - -----
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as "An Act for establishing an academy in the south pre-
cinct of Bridgewater, by the name of Bridgewater Academy~5 
The first section of the Act stated that Bridgewater 
Academy was established for the purpose ofnpromoting piety, 
religion and morality; and for the education of youth in 
such languages, and in such of the liberal arts and 
' Sciences as the Trustees hereinafter named shall direct.n6 
I 
A list of the names of the Trustees representing every 
town in Pl:ymouth County and chosen by the Legislature, was 
then incorporated into a body politic with the power to 
continue as such forever. 
The usual legal statement of a trust with a provi-





of the school was the subject matter of the s.econd ,~ section. 1; 
I\ 
,'l1his provision decreed that the Trustees could not spend 
I 
'more than five thousand Dollars from the annual income of 
I 
the trust funds. 
The three succeeding sections deal with the duties 
of the Trustees and the rules that are necessary to 
properly conduct a body politic. 
In the sixth section the Trustees were granted one 
.i-,;' 
















































. --· - -----· - ---~ -




































--· - ,.,_ --·---· 
- - ---· - - - --· 
t .... - -·· - -
ll 
I 
I - 5 -
I 
=="-'-'-~-.. --=1...._1r-· ----_- --····-- ·_- ·"·-·: =.::··,·==-~ =-·=--'-"------ ""· - =~=-=--=-.;;:·· -----=·-:=. :· - .-;::~===== 
I 
:i half of a township six miles square of the unappropriated 
i 
11 lands in Maine with the provision that 
I 
they could expend 
>I 
jj the income from the sale of this land only for the 
ii Ii support of the school. 
I 
I The last section provides for a temporary President 
'i 
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ORGANIZATION 
The last section of the trus~ described in the 
previous chapter, authorized the Honorable Beza Hayward 
, of Bridgewater to fix the time and place of the first 











assembled at the home of Major Isaac Lazell , in Bridgewate~ 
on April 17 , 1799 . Organization was effected with the 
Honorable George Partridge of Plymouth, President , Rev-
erend ~T.tianger as ~ecretary and Dr . Noah Fearing of 
Bridgewater, Treasurer. At once the board voted to erect 
a building during the coming season the qost of which was 
not to exceed three thousand dollars. The dimensions of 
the building specified were as follows; "fifty-four feet 
in length; twenty-seven feet in width; lower story nine 
and one-half feet; upper story ten and one-half feet; a 
tower ten feet square to rise six feet above the ridge-
pole . "7 Major Isaac Lazell donated the land for the 
building which is now the northeast portion of the Common . 
7Trustees, Bridgewater Academy, Records. 
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This gift was accepted with the provision that there be 




rules and regulations for the instruction of the Academy 
I 
was discussed and a committee comprising the Honorable 
1' 
1Jalborn ;Jhitman of the East Parish of Bridgewater , Rever-
end Dr . Z-edeki ah ~anger and the Honorable Beza Hayward of 
I 
,the ::>outh Parish of Bridgewater was chosen to draw up a 
I' 
1i set of rules and regulations and to report at the next 
Ii 
meeting. Reverend Dr.::>anger, Nahum Mitchell and Daniel 
Howard were chosen a committee to contract for the erect-
, ing of the building and to oversee the work. They were 
1also authorized to receive the deed of the land offered 
1
by Major Isaac Lazell and make arrangements for the sale 
of the eighteen square miles of land granted by the Act , 
the proceeds of which were to form a permanent fund for 
the endowment of the school. 
At the second meeting of the Trustees , whi ch was 
1held at Plymouth on November 19, 1799, the Honorable 
1, 
' I 
Kilborn Vihitman presented a copy of the proposed rules and ' I 
-regulations for the administration of the Academy.a Those 
were read and cormnitted to the Reverend Joseph Barker and 
the Reverend ::>amuel Niles for their consideration. The 
meeting was then adjourned until the next day so that the 
" I 
8 Trustees, Bridgewater Academy, Records . 
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committee could bring in their report. This committee 
submitted a favorable report and the rules and regulations , 
were adopted. These rules governed the admission and 
tuition o~ the pupils; the duties of the Preceptor and 
:Preceptress; and the hours of the school and vacations. 
The Trustees met again at Plymouth on April 9, 1800. The 
question of selling the half-township of land was here 
' discussed at length and choice was made of Judge Daniel 
I 
Howard as agent for the sale of the land. The latter 
was instructed not to sell the land for less than five 
thousand dollars. 
The first mention of the Academy building appears in 
the report of the meeting of the Board held at the Academy 
on July 4, 1800. This meeting is a momentous one in the 
history of the Academy. The Trustees resolved themselves 
into a "Committee of the ihole" respecting what officers 
there shall be and their duties and tenure of office. 9 
They decided upon a President, Vice-President and ~ecre-
tary, who were to be elected annually, and a Treasurer 
who was to serve duri:rig the pleasure of the Trustees. An 
Executive Committee, whose duties were the superintend-
ing of the Academy building, the execution of the rules 
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and regulations and the attendance at the quarterly exam-
inations of the Academy, was chosen. Judge Daniel Howard 
;, 
reported that he had sold the land in :Maine to Nathan ·! 
Lazell and others for five thousand dollars. From the 
!: report of this meeting it is evident that· some of the sub- ' 
·scribers to the building fund had defaulted in payment of 
,, 
their subscriptions and the Trustees took a drastic step 
I 
in ordering the Treasurer to prosecute the defaulters . ll 















- -- - -
- - - - -















- -:- --.. 1----= 
CHAPTER III 
THE SCHOOL 
Within a short time after the meeting of the Board 
of Trustees on July 4, 1800, formal sessions of the school 
began under the supervision of Reverend Dr . Sanger, Precep-
tor and Miss Dillingham of Sandwich, Preceptress . 
Dr . ::>anger, having been long known as a good linguisb 
and experienced teacher, was eminently qualified for the IJ 
, arduous task of promoting the aim o:f the school. The 
General Court in creating the trust, had stated that the 
Academy was founded for the purpose of promoting piety, 
religion and morality and for the education of youth in 
such languages, and in such of the liberal arts and 
sciences as the Trustees shall direct .10 Piety, religion 






time and a perusal of the duties of the Preceptor 
that they were drawn up by an intensely religious 
indicate, 
group.11 J' 
Daily the Preceptor opened his school with a reading from 1 
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the Bible and with prayer, and closed his school with 
· simi l ar exercises . During this religious exercise , each 
pupil was compelled to open his own Bible to that pa.rt 
which was being read and to read the same. In addi tion, 
t h e Preceptor on every Wednesday afternoon addressed the 
the students on religious and moral subjects that were 
definitely set down in the rules for the governing of the 
I 
school . The religious subject s of these discussions 
included the following ; "the being , perfection and moral 
!government of God and their obligation to love, fear and 
, serve Him; their duty to trust in His mercy and goodness 
, through the redemption purchased by Christ , and to pray 
' for His direction and bless i ng •••• 12 The Preceptor was 
also required to caution his pupils "against cruelty to 
dumb animals , profanity , duplicity, ~abbath breaking and 
contempt of religion , idleness , and obscenity" and to 
impress upon their minds 11 tb.e beauty of holiness a.'Yl.d 
' ,. 
l oveliness of virtue . nl3 
The charter of incorporation stated that 
i 
the Trus tee s !! 
'1 
I' 
were to provi de for the education of the youth in such 
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; languages and in such of the liberal arts and sciences as 
;ii they should deem sufficient for a complete education. The 
!
1
; Trustees, in keeping with this provision, declared that I ~ 
li the design of the Academy was to furnish a liberal and 
I 
I thorough education to those pupils of both sexes who did 
not intend to pursue a collegiate course and to give to 
I the young men the very best preparation for entering any 
:1 
\ of the colleges of that period. Thus the curriculum was 
!I divided into two branches, one of languages and the other 
~ I 
'I of' liberal arts and sciences. The first branch was 
I called the n Classical Department" and included reading, 
I ~ 
' writing, speaking, English grarrrrnar and Latin and Greek 
I 
I 
: learning. The other branch, called the nEnglish-Scien-
, 
'' tific Departmentn, was comprised of arithmetic, reading, 
•i 
!iwriting, English grammar, geography, asi:lt'onomy, drawing, 
:' 
painting, needle-work and embroidery. These divisions 
;were required by a vote of the original Board of Truste~~ 
.lyet evidence tends to show that such di visions were not 
followed. A former scholar, and later a Preceptree at the 
Academy, writing of her school-days at the Academy in its 
early years, states that the boys and girls were all in 
' 
.one class while reciting in the branches of reading, 
I 
I 
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I! 
needle-work and embroidery.14 Although this would lead 
one to believe that the school was divided into two 
sections, one for the boys who studied the languages and 
.sciences in preparation for college and the other for the 
girls who were engaged in practical studies, this belief 
is not well founded because this young lady later con-
. fided that she was a student in the branches of Latin, 
Greek, arithmetic, geography and astronomy. Perhaps it 
I 
would be more accurate to state that the curriculum was 
,not too strict in its application as a whole but was 
adapted to each particular pupil according to his needs. 
This seems to be borne out by a later amendment to the 
rules concerning the curriculum which allowed the 
Preceptor to vary the studies to suit the different ages, 
capacities, objects of the pupils and the views of their 
:parents. 15 
One who has read some of the articles describing 
14The Old Bridgewater Historical Socie ty, The Bridge-
:1water Book, (Boston, George H. Ellis ,1899) P.28. 






































































1 is well acquainted with the problems of discipline that 
1were so prevalent in that period. Bridgewater Academy 
was not an exception. At that time force rather than 
1
reason was the means employed in enforcing order. However, 
ilin handling the problem the Academy was an exception and 
rf the Preceptor was required to place reason bef'ore the rod 
)in the management of his school. The Trustees, foreseeing ., 
the difficulties that might arise if the Preceptor resorted 
to corporal punishment, laid down a set of rules governing 
'the discipline of the school. ifuenever a breach of the 
' rules or morality arose, the Preceptor was to begin with 
! 
' 
,private admonition. If this failed then the offender 
.was to be lectured. before the entire student body and, 
I 1failing here, the pupil was suspended until he gave 
I 
,:evidence in writing to the Trustees that he was ready to 
:obey the rules of the school. The Trustees were also 
lfully aware that many disciplinary problems would be 
:!averted if the situations causing such problems wer~ pre-
1 vented. To this end they advised the Preceptor to consider 
i~imself' as a parent to the pupils and to endeavor to per-
:lsuade them that he had their good constantly in view.16 
.
16Trustees, Bridgewater Academy, Records . 
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The Trustees were acquainted with the fact that a busy 
I 
' pupil is an interested pupil, yet they were conscious 
ii 
of the fact that the school day was exceedingly long. A 
1 pupil arriving at school at ·eight o 'cloclc in the morning 
•








·1 very dificul t to keep up his interest . Therefore , the ,, 
11 
jl 
Preceptor was required to vary the recitations and recrea-
· tion periods so as to prevent the minds of the pupils 
'I 
from being oppressed with their studies on one hand and 
from being dissipated by bad habits on the other.l.? 
The school year was divided into quarters, namely, 
Su.nnner , Fall , Winter and ~pring, each quarter being of 
eleven weeks duration. There were examinations in the 
', studies and exhibitions of drawing, painting , needle-
' work and embroidery at the end of each quarter. The 
1
importance of these examinations can be judged by the 
punishment that was meted out to the pupil who failed to 
attend. Anyone· who neglectfully or wilfully absented 
himself from these examinations was never again permitted 
· to attend the Academy unless he made a written confession 
of his wrong doing to the Trustees . 18 
17 
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I 
As was customary. at that time all the pupils were I· 
assembled in the hall of the Academy for the examinations. /, f. 
Those pupils who were to be examined in composition, letter 
1, writing and English gram
mar, recited individually before 
I 
1
, the entire assembly. The exa111inations in the other 
subjects were also oral but the pupil advanced to the desk 
1 at the front of the room and gave his answers so that 
they could be heard only by the Preceptor.1 9 Due to the 
fact that most of the pupils were in different stages of 
educational development, these examinations were exceed-
ingly tedious and usually two days were required to 
,I 
, complete the task of examining t~e entire school. The 
examinations which were held on the Thursday preceding 
1 the last ·fodnesday of August were of especial importance. 
i1 on this date , the Board of Trustees held their annual 
meeting at the local hotel at nine o'clock in the morning 
1' 
and then adjourned immediately so that they could attend 
I 
' the examinations at the Academy. How impressive were 
the annual visits of the Trustees , grave and reverend 
men from the towns in the county, can be judged from the 
description which follows ; "It would require some time 
for them to become seated, as only a few could be accom-
1 1911he Old. Bridgewater Historical ::>ociety..z. The Bridgewater 
Book, (Boston, George H. Ellis , 1899.J~.'2'9"':" 
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bovlS, would insist that his neighbor must have the honor.:•2q 
I 
. It is interesting to note that records of the meetings , 
'' following such visits, contain many suggestions for im-
provement in scholarship and discipline at the Academy. 
1Thus these examinations accomplished a double purpose. 
The only requirement of admission demanded by the 




rpleted a course in the rudiments of learning. Vfuat these , 
' rudiments were is not definitely stated but f rom a study 
I 
I of the curriculum offered, it is evident that a pupil 
was expected to be well grounded in reading, writing, 
I 
elementary arithmetic and English gra~.mar . In as much 
'I 
, as pupils were not promoted by grades at that time it is 
I 
I 
to be expected that the student body in its entering 
, classes, consisted of boys and girls, rang ing in ages 
from twelve to fifteen years. The memoirs of a former 
1 
pupil reveal that she entered the school at twelve years 
ol 
' 
20The Old Bridgewater Historical ~ociety, The Bridgewater 
~, (Boston, George H. Ellis ,1899) P.29. 
·i 
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of age and, after intermittant attendance, completed the 
11 English-1:>cientific Course in four years. 21 
I 
No direct evidence is available as to the number 
I 
I attending the school in each quarter. However, from a 
I 
I Preceptor's report of 1803 stating that the amount of 
'i 
tuitions received for that year was three hundred and 
I 
. thirty-five dollars for the four quarters and that the 
' 
tuition was two dollars and fifty cents per quarter, it 
can be deduced that the average attendance was· approxi-
, mately thirty-five pupils. This is not a true statement 
' as to the attendance for each quarter because the girls 
' attended only during the ~pring and ;::;ummer quarters. A 
fl 
1; 
survey of the biographies of the leading citizens of the 
towns of Plymouth County during the early nineteenth 
century gives definite proof that during these early 
years the pupils represented all the towns of the County~2 
21The Old Bridgewater Historical ~ociety, The Bridgewater 
Book, ( Boston, George H. Ellis, 1899) P.2S:--
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FORWJATIVE PERIOD (1800 - 1834) 
From its beginning, it i s evident that the school 
had established itself in the opinion of all the leading 
citizens of the County. The sons and daughters of many 
of the leading families of the towns of Plymouth County 
attended during the early years of its existence. 23 That 
these pupils were attracted by the. high type of men who 
were chosen as administrators is very evident. 
The Trustees were very fortunate to secure the 
· services of Reverend Zedekiah Sanger as the first 
Preceptor. He was a graduate of Harvard College and 
before his entrance into the ministry had taught in the 
.Latin and Greek ~chool of the Reverend Jobn Shaw and later 
24 had conducted a preparatory school in his own home. 
That the interest of the school was foremost in his mind 
' 
1 is substantiated by the fact that he was one of the early 
. proponents for the establishment of the Academy. ~e 
I 
!· I 
; 23D.Hamilton Hurd, Q:Q. Cit., Passim. 
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entered upon his task with enthusiasm and without delay 
1 inaugurated such regulations as were necessary for the 
1
1 
instruction and internal government of the school. No 
written records of his work are available but upon the 
, occasion of accepting his resignation after two years of 
I· 
administration, the Trustees had the following inserted 
.: in the records; nThat the sincere thanks of the Board be 
,'. extended to the Reverend Zedeldah ::>anger for his untiring 
I 
'. efforts in promoting the success and administration of 
il the Academy. 25 
I! Upon the resignation of Doctor tianger the problem 
1of choosing a successor became one of great importance • 
!I No direct evidence appears in the records to show whether 
:1 the Trustees were divided on the -question of choosing his 
1 successor but an amendment to the Rules of the Trustees 
I 
i tends to prove that there was some difficulty. Doctor 
1
sanger had been chosen by a direct vote of the Trustees 
' 
:1but at this meeting the Executive Committee was authorized 
to nominate the ~receptor in the future. It was _distinct-
: lY understood that their choice should be a man of good 
·' 
·\moral character and that he was not to be rejected for 
125 Trustees, Bridgewater Academy, Records . 
,I 
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unimportant reasons. After the adoption of this amend-
I 
1ment , the Executive Connnittee nominated Mr . Zechariah 
Eddy of Middleboro and he was unanimously elected. In 
making this choice the Trustees secured a man who 
measured up to the high standards that they had set for 










University as the salutatorian of Latin in 1799, he served · 
, as Preceptor at Plainfield, Connecticut, for three years. 
I 
' Before co:rn:m.encing his duties at the Academy he visited 
Andover Academy for three weeks in order to better prepare , 
himself for the work that was ahead of him. At the end 
of the year he declined reappointment and in appreciation 
of his services, he was elected a member of the Board of 
Trustees and later was President for fourteen years. 26 
Mr. Eddy was succeeded by John Reed, a graduate of 
Harvard College with the first honors of his class. His 








,I resignation at the end of one yea.rs service they extended •; 
.1 
'1 
him their sincerest thanks in appreciation of the 11 atten- 11 
n 2'7: ' 
tion that he had paid to the youth committed to his care. 









~I - =- -- -:;...-_-_ -- ----:.. 
\\ 
·1 

































-·-::- -;_ •. -::-..:::::o • .==_;:__ ___ ..=f~---- '-''- .-'---'---
In passing, it can be mentioned here that Mr. Reed 
later served in the Legislature where he was known as a 
,, champion for public school legislation and after a series 
of successful terms in the Legislature, as Representative 
1i and Senator, he was elected Lieutenant-Governor. 
,I 
Ii Al though the information on the succeeding Precep-
, tors is very limited, the records show that the Trustees, 
;
1 due to inadequate compensation, were unable to secure 
permanent teachers. However, they did secure the best 
among the college graduates. These young men were of 
,, high scholarship and came well recommended by their 
college officers • The files of the ~ecretary of the 
' Board of Trustees contain several letters of reconnnenda-
tion and one, in particular i s quite unusual for these 
' times. This letter recommending Samuel Barrett for the 
position of Preceptor, was written by President Kirkland 
I 
of Harvard College. The letter evidently impressed the 
1, 
1 Trustees because Mr. Barrett was elected in 1820. I 
In concluding a discussion of the Preceptors who 
were at the Academy during its formative period, it can 
I 
' be said with a great degree of certainty that the success 
of the institution was due in a great part to the i r 
I, 
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The plan of administration of the Academy, adopted 
the Trustees at one of their early meetings provided 
1 for the education of girls as well as boyfsr.ominthaats m0f~chthe 111 as their subject-matter d i ffered greatly 
i 
boys, it was found necessary to employ a separate teacher 
who was to act as an assistant to the Preceptor in the 
; 
boy's school and as Preceptress of the ''Female Departmentu. : 
i 
~ince the Preceptress was regarded only as an assistant l 
or usher to the Preceptor, the Trustees gave the Preceptor 
the authority to choose his own assistant. F'or this 
reason, the records make very little mention of the 
11 
Preceptresses and their influence in the school • Occa-
1 sionally the Trustees extended their thanks to the Pre- Ii 
:1 
I 
ceptresses for the attention given to the pupils in their ;i 
11 
care but this occurs so rarely that one i s led to believe 'I 
that their position was one of minor imnortance in the 




The growth of the Academy, which had been steady 
during its early years, met with a serious setback early 
i n 1822. Ori February 22, of that year the Academy 
building was completely destroyed by fire. Innnediately 
i'. 
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the Trus.tees provided a place for the continuation of the 
'I 
I school and resolved that it was expedient to rebuild at 
once. 29 It was decided that t he old location was too 
small for the needs of a growing institution and the new 
edifice was erected upon its present site. This change, 
expected to be a benefit had an opposite effect upon the 
success of the sch ool for a few years. A few of the 
subscribers to the fund for rebuilding, objecting to the 







The 'Trustees instituted a law suit to test their liability · 
but were unsuccessfu1. 30 As a result, the expenses 
incurred and the resulting loss of donations reduced the 
building fund to such an extent that, in order to make up 
!; the difference, the salary of the Preceptor was reduced. 
!! This reduction hindered the Trustees in securing competent ,, ,, 
11 
' teachers and for the next ten years the nal!les of many 
I' 
ij Preceptors app ear on the records. 
1; 
I 1rhis unstable situtation i n respect to the teachers 
j1 




i: The tuition, which had been two dollars and fifty cents 
;! per quarter, was increased to four dollars per quarter; 
,; 29Trustees, 
,, 
Bridgewater Academy, Records . 
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the choice of tbe Preceptress was placed in the hands of 
1 
the Trustees; and the school terms were shortened. 
These changes were the first that had been made since 
i 
:I the Preceptorship of Mr . Eddy and were due, no doubt, to 
the decrease in enrol-lment. 31 At this time other 
1 
Academies which were functioning in the County secured 
i the pupils who were dissatisfied with the conduct of the 
I 
I 
Academy. If this situation had continued to exist, it 
I 
would have led to the abandonment of the school. However , 
1 these changes strengthened the financial condition of the 
institution and within a few years the school experienced 
its most properous period. 
31Pierce Academy, Middleboro; 






































































PERIOD OF PRO~PERITY (1834 - 1870) 
,. 
I The school entered upon a long and sustained period 
., 
'1 
:1 of prosperity with the advent of John A. ~haw as Precep-
'i 
, tor. Mr. ~haw received his preparation for college at 
ii 
the Academy and was graduated from Harvard College.32 
At college, he studied for the ministry but upon graduation 
•i 
he accepted a position as a teacher in Mississippi and 
1within a few years he accepted the position of ~uperin­
!! tendent of Schools in New Orleans. Although a very 
,1 
i successful administrator he was forced to resign due to 
i ll health and returned to Bridgewater as Preceptor in 
1834. I n assuming t he position of Preceptor he brought 











11 records of the meetings of the Trustees during his service : 
I 
., 
, contain many suggestions for the improvement of the school ' 

















































- - = -- _-::..._:- =---=-=--=-=-----1·-=----·- -----:.--
1' I· 
' and through his efforts there was a complete reorganiza- I' 
tion of the curriculum.33 For some years previous the 
,
1 
practice had been to allow the pupils to choose any 
: subject that their parents believed would fit them for 
life. This practice led to a situation wherein most of 
' the pupils were in all stages of development and the 
teachers were unable to use any systematic methods of 
1J 
teaching. Mr.~haw divided the school into two courses, 
· each of four years length and called them the uc1assica1n 
,1 
II , and "English Graduatingn courses respectively. The 
nc1assical n course consisted of English, History, Latin, J! 
·1 
Greek and Anatomy. I n the nEnglish Graduatingu course !i p 
•I 
the subjects were English, History, geography, arithmetic, 1·· 
geology and natural philosophy. 34 It is to be noticed J 
that new subjects appear, namely, anatomy, history, geolog , 
I' 
and natural philosophy. Vlith the advent of natural phil- J! 
osophy, which was mainly chemistry and physics, crone the 
I 
1
, f i rst apparatus for the teaching of science. t:>hortly afte ' 
the fire the school terms were shortened, but this 
enriched curricula demanded a longer school term and to 
' jl 
11 
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fi overcome the prejudice, which still existed in favor of 
I 
.I the shorter term, Mr. ::>haw compromised by decreasing the 
II length of the school day from eight to six hours. Coin-
;i cident with these changes, the "Ii1emale Schooln was 
' I 
I 
i' abolished and the Preceptress henceforth conducted classes 
1
for both boys and girls. 1rhe effect of these changes 
was reflected in an increased enrollment and this growth 
!/ continued throughout the remainder of lVIr. ::>haw's precep-
torship . 
'I 
From the preceding it is evident that Mr . ~haw was 
,i d~eply engrossed in his work at the school . However, his 
interest i n education was not confined only to the class 
lroom. As a member of the ::>tate ::>enate during his precep-
torship, he became a very close friend of Horace Mann 
land was active in the movement for the establishment of 
\rree public schools . 35 Among the many preceptors, none 
sustained a longer and more pronounced relationship with 
' the school or exerted a more beneficient influence upon 
lthe students favored with his friendship . 
I The following excert from the records is sufficient 
!testimony that the Trustees secured the services of a man 
I 
35n . Hamilton Hurd, Q.12. Cit . ,P.789. 
11 
II 
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who was a satisfactory successor to Mr. ~haw. 
urn parting with Mr. Baalis ~anford who has 
been the preceptor of Bridgewater Academy for 
the four years just . elapsed, the trustees of 
this institution cannot but feel that they 
should do injustice to their feelings and be 
wanting in their duty to themselves as well as 
to him, were they to fail to express their 
high sense of the value of his services as pre-
ceptor of the Academy during the time it has 
been under his charge. As a disciplinarian 
he has succeeded in that most difficult, but 
desirable attainment, of securing at once the 
respect and obedience at the same time the 
love and attach.ment of his pupils. ~trict, 
without severity, familiar and yet dignified, 
he has happily united the qualities of friend 
and instructor. As to the latter; while we 
feel that the best evidence of his ability 
and success is to be found in the progress 
which his pupils have made in their studies 
intellectually, we cannot omit to mention the 
moral influence which he has exerted in laying 
in their minds and hearts the foundation, as 
we trust, of a p ermanently useful character. 
Impressed With these convictions we cannot bid 
him adieu without this express i on of our regard, 
and of our kindest wishes for his continued 
welfare and success in any future understanding 
in which he may engage, or situations he may 
occupy;36 
The year foll owing Mr. Sanford's departure, a movement 
started having for its purpose the establishing of a 
:1high school at the Academy. The Trustees were in accord 
' I 
11 !• _______________ _ 
" ;36 
'I Trustees, Bridgewater Academy, Records , 
I 
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:. with the plan but since the Academy was created for the 
use of the citizens of Plymouth County they refused to 
make the transfer until permission was secured from the 
General Court . At the next session of the Legislature 
an act was pas sed authorizing the Trustees to make an 
agreement with the 8chool Committee . Accordingly, the 
Trustees offered to admit forty scholars at an annual 
,charge to the town of five hundred dollars and to place 
. two members of the School Committee on the Board of 
· Trustees . The School Committee accepted the proposal but 
·at the annual town meeting the voters rejected the pro-
,PO Sal• 
The refusal on the part of the Town and the later 
establishment of a high school in the Town Hall had no 
irrnnediate effect on the progress of the Academy. With 
· the close of the Civil War, the student body had 
to such an extent that the building could not accommodate 




old building was torn down and a more modern plant erected •. : 
\[ 
,Upon the completion of this building , the school reopened 1. 
with an enlarged curriculum and faculty. 
The question of adding commercial subjects to the 
' curriculum arose and although some of the Trustees were 
I 
I 
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in doubt as to their value, the Preceptor was authorized 











This branch met with immediate favor and the following 
year it became a full time course. 
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!1 The enthusiasm, which prevailed at the opening of 
I 
,; the new building, suddenly disappeared within the next 
II 
11 few years. Two factoi-•s contributed greatly to this 
I 
ii 
sudden los§ of popularity . 'I'hey were the rapid growth 
1 of high schools in the towns of Plymouth County and the 
beginning of a Seminary for girls at Vest Bridgewater. The 
first named seems to have been the greater of the two 
contributing causes for the decline . 
'· 
,I 
When the Legislature ordained the establishment of 
high schools throughout the Commonwealth, the town adopted ' 
the measure only half-heartedly. 'Ihis condition existed 
for about ten years -until, in 1869, public opinion forced , 
1 the School Committee to establish a full-fledged high 
1, 
Ii school. The. :::>chool Connnittee , in presenting reasons for 
the establishment of the high school, had stated 1rthat 
it is our belief that this school will not interfere with 
1 the Academy • 11 37 It was their intention that the high 
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1 school 
I 
should not of f er such an extended course of study 
,, 
11 
. either in the classics or i n the higher branches of 
I· 11 




followed for a few years and the Academy suffered very I ~ 
I 
, little as a consequence. However, this situation existed ! 
· for only a short time and, with the introduction of Latin, ' 
I, 
French and chemistry into the high school curriculum, the Ii 
1 
Academy experienced a marked decline in enrollment. In !/ 
I 
· addition, this school was tax-supported and the parents 
of t h e pupils who attended the Academy were forced to 







At f i rst, i n an effort to increase t he enroll- · 
:: ment, the 11rustees attempted to secure students from 
38 
out side the county. A l i st of students attending the 
Academy during t h e period from 1870 to 1875 shows that 
they met with little success. 
As h as been ment ioned p;rieviously, the establishment ' ,, 
I 
:1 of a school for girls, known as the Howard Collegiate 
, Institute, at West Bridgewater, was a contributing in-
' fluence to the decline of the Academy. For some years, 
I 
1 
many of t he people in the town had petitioned for the 
I, 
I ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
;i 38Trustees, Br idgewater Academy, Hecords. 
,i 
' I 
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1; reestablishment of the nF'emale ::>chool 11 which had been 
1, abolished during the preceptorship of Mr . John A. Shaw. 
I 
:1 '11he records of the Trustees bear witness that they gave 
1










preceding the opening of the new building. However , they 
1! finall"Y adopted the suggestion of one of the preceptors ;: 
" 
h who, in his annual report to the Trustees , stated;" This 
'1 
;1 




i times in different places but the present trend is in the 
ii 'i 
opposite direction. For some years Eoston has used the 
I 
:! pla...-.1 but , at present, the city is making considerable 
I outlays in order to go back to its old plan of a mixed 
ii 
i' school ••..••.• I believe that it is best that no change 
I 
be made . n39 
When the time arrived for the opening of the fall 
1 term in 1875, the Trustees , in view of the existing con-
ditions and the lack of sufficient endowment to maintain 
11 
' the school, independent of patronage , voted to suspend 
I 40 
11 its operation. 
I ~ 
I 39 
ti Trustees , Bridgewater Academy, Records. 
40 
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At this time, the local high school had outgrown 
its own quarters and the School Committee were contemplat-
ing the erect i on of an up-to-date building. The Trustees 
realizing that the cost of a new building would be a heavy 
burden upon the tax payers , offered the use of the Acad-emy ! 
I building to the tovm for the period of one year. From the · 
length of t he lease, it i s evident that the Trustees ,, 
,I 
·1 
planned to re-open the school whenever the enrollment 
warranted . However , their hopes were not to be realized 
and in 1880 the town obtained a ten year lease. This 
arrangement between the Trustees and the School Committee 
is in effect today. , 
The Bo8rd of Trustees , although no longer in control I. 
of the educational operation of the School , continues to 
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The long period of continued existence and the 
educational operations of Bridgewater Acade~y have left 
, a deep and everlasting impression . The influence that 
1 went out from this school was not circumscribed by the 
. Town of Bridgewater but extended to all parts of the 
nation . 
As early as the year 1838, one hundred and thirty-
one of i ts alumni had graduated from Harvard, Yale, Brown, 
Dartmouth and Princeton. 41 Many of these young men 
, entered the ministry and their influence was felt 
throughout New England. Others affiliated themselves 
with religious organizations and teachers spread the 
principles of education throughout the ~outh. Those, 













' who remained within the county, later joined in the I 
crusade for free public schools under the capable leader- ' I 




41D. Hamilton Hurd, History of Plymouth Countz, (Philadel-
' phia,J.E. Lewis and Co.,1884), ~ . 813. 
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the Board of Education of the Connnonwealth, established 
a Normal ~chool at Bri dgewater in 1840 . The influence 
· of this institution has been widespread and its success 
in its early years was due to the encouragement that it 
I 
received from the town . The success of such an ins ti tu- ') 
tion is dependent upon its ability to secure schools for 
practice teaching . From the start , the School Cormni ttee 
I of fered the schools of the town for this purpose. The 
pupils of the No rmal ~chool came directly under the 
i nfluences of many teachers who had received their train-
ing for the teaching profession at the Academy . Later, 
other towns i n the County, i nfluenced by· their sons and 
' daughters who had attended the Academy, offered their 
I 
f acilities in like manner and within a few years the 
Normal School attained a position of the highest rank 
among the teacher traini ng institutions of the count ry . 
The graduates of t h e Academy were instrumental in 
the founding of Academies in Middleboro , Hingham, 
bington, East Bridgewater and Brockton . These institu-
tions flourished for many years and enhanced further the 














T.he biographies of the leading citizens of Plymouth , 
ll 
Ii 
County are ample evidence that t h e Academy was not amiss 
--..:. 
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' 
i n i ts contributi on of prominent men to the fields of 
law and medicine. 42 It would be impossible to mention 
t hem all by name. 1he list includes a Chief Just i ce of 
the Supreme Court of Massachusetts; many judges of t h e 
Court of Connnon Pleas; a Lieutenant-Governor of the 
Commonwealth; several members of Congress; and many 
lawyers~whos,eeminent pleas are inscribed in the records 
of t h e Massachusetts Law Reports of that period. Many 
of the doctors who labored so valiantly among the sick 
and the infirm of the county received their early train-
ing at the Academy and the prominence of t he profession 







said, without doubt, th;a t the principles that guided these , 
professional men in their fields of endeavor were incul- I' 
cated by their honest and hardworking teachers at the 1, 
Ac ademy. j 
It :L s difficult to point out especially any civic 
contributions that the Academy has made. The civic 
growth of the Plymouth County has been gradual since the 
establishment of the Academy rather than a result of any 
' specific movement. The Old Colony, starting as one of 
t he early religious republics of New ~ngland, has always 






























































- ~·...:-· ·-.7".:-:::...-:.=::-::::::=....-:--~L._ '..--" --~----- -- - --- - -_::-_-_ - -:--·-·- ---- _:·-_;. __ -_~_- ~ -··..::.::.._- -:::.-:::-_--- ...= • 
maintained firmness in promoting piety, religion and 
I 
ii 1·t . t Th . i 1 r nora J. y in governmen • l e se princ p es were also the 
!'. basis upon which the Academy wa s founded and so its effect 
has been clearly imprinted in the civic development of the 
11 county. Perhaps the words of the Trustees inscribed in 
"the records upon the death of one of their early members 





The dead are like stars by day, 
Unseen by mortal eyes; 
They 're not extinct, but hold their way 
In glory through the skies.43 
43Trustees, Bridgewater Academy, Records . 
I 
,, 
--~:tt-- -- -- -- --- - - --- --- -
------------ -- --
----































--- - ·-- --- -- -- -- . 
·-:..-:::=:":".:-..;.:.::-":".----:"'--1{::.-_:·_ - =- ~-:.~~==..;.:.::,.-:.:. 
I! 
1: 






















































































- ;_ c---=-= :~-=- -=--·-:=::.= .:: =.:.::::c;. -=::..=...:;-_- --=-:..::=-- =-= --=-=-=-=--:.-===-c;.:.::.:=:t~--'-=:::_~-=---.::._ --~ 
Ii 
BIBLIOGRAPHY 
Hurd, D . Ha~ilton, History of Plymouth County, 
Philadelphia; J .Vl . Lewis a11d Co.,1884 
The Old Bridgewater Historical ~ociety, The 
Bridgewater Book,(Boston; George H. 
Ellis , 1899. 
Preceptors; Bridgewater Academy, Reports 
1803 -1875 
Trustees , Bridgewater Academy, Records 






























































- ..::. --- ..=;-_____ - -
--~-==== 
' 
































































Author: Maurice Keane VJalsh 
Date of Birth: January 15, 1902 
Place of Birth: Bridgewater , Massachusetts 
Educational Institutions Attended: 
Bridgewater High School 
Holy Cross College 
Boston University 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology 
Boston College Graduate School 
Degrees conferred: 












































·I I! . 
I' ii 
11 
11 
11 
' I 
I 
li 
ii 
11 
Ii 
:1 
I 
I 
-- -- -t-=-==-
l 1 
I 
,! 
ii 
Ii 
!I 
ii 
!I 
11 
I 
I' 
rl 
!1 
. 'I 
I 
.I 
,, 
' 
ii 
'I 
i 
I 
I 
'I 
I 
J 
I 
i 
I 
! 
~ 
,1 
·-
---- -- -
I! 
11 ~ -
'I 
I . 
-
" 
1, 
I 
I' 1' 
,I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I' 
I' 
I 0 
I 
I; 
.:; 
I 
I 
I 
1: 
'I ! 
! 
i 
! 
i 
i 
i 
1! 
. 
.. 
I 
1: ;;;. 
,, 
,i. 
I 
I· -
ii 
Ii 
ii 
·1 
1, 

• 
, 


